
THE LEARNING BEHIND THE FUN

Los programas del Centro Judy se desarrollan con fondos del Departamento de Educación del Estado de Maryland, División de Primera Infancia.

Bui ld ing g ingerbread houses strengthens f ine motor  sk i l ls  as
chi ldren squeeze ic ing,  p lace decorat ions,  and stack p ieces.
These smal l  movements support  ear ly  wr i t ing,  drawing,  and self-
care tasks l ike button ing and p ick ing up smal l  objects .
Fol lowing the steps to assemble the house int roduces ear ly
math and sequencing.  Chi ldren pract ice count ing,  problem
solv ing,  spat ia l  awareness,  and pat ience as they f igure out
where each p iece goes.
Decorat ing the houses encourages creat iv i ty ,  decis ion making,
and self-expression.  Choosing colors ,  patterns,  and toppings
helps ch i ldren bu i ld  conf idence and develop a sense of
independence.
Receiv ing cookie-making suppl ies to take home supports  fami ly
bonding and ear ly  l i teracy.  Mix ing ingredients ,  fo l lowing a s imple
recipe,  and naming tools  and act ions strengthens vocabulary ,
communicat ion,  and shared rout ines.
Work ing s ide by s ide with  caregivers bu i lds connect ion and
emot ional  secur i ty .  Young ch i ldren learn best  through warm,
playful  interact ions with  t rusted adults ,  and th is  event  prov ides
space for  those moments to happen.


